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ITF HOUSE
INTERNATIONAL 49-60 BOROUGH ROAD

A TRANSPORT LONDON SE1 1DR
u) WORKERS’ T +44 (0)20 7403 2733

FEDERATION F +44 (0)20 7357 7871

To all ITF Seafarers Affiliates
ITF E-Circular No. 232/S/2023
Our ref: S/FBfih

14 August 2023

Dear Friends,

NSU Membership Survey on Bullying/Harassment and Sexual Harassment — key findings

Earlier this year, the Norwegian Seafarers’ Union commissioned a survey on Bullying/ Harassment and
Sexual Harassment in the workplace among their union membership. The survey asked about the
seafarers’ experience at work in the last 3-4 years. 1130 members took part in the survey, where all
the responses were being anonymised.

NSU says they find the results very conceming and have met with representatives for the industry and
government to find ways to improve the situation. We believe that the results would be similar in other
countries and regions and are therefore sharing them with you here. Some key findings are noted
below:

» 25% say they have been bullied or harassed in their workplace. When asked about specific
behaviours they have been subjected to - from backbiting and unpleasant teasing/joking to
threats of violence or being subjected to violence, this percentage increases to 68%.

39% have observed or know about others in the workplace having been subjected to bullying or
harassment behaviours — the most frequent causes being gender, age, ethnicity and gender
expression.

9% say they have been sexually harassed in their workplace. Again, this percentage gets higher
—up to 31% - when asked about specific behaviours that can be characterised as sexual
harassment - from comments on appearance, bodily characteristics or clothes, to being told
sexual jokes or stories or being forced into sexual acts or having sex/intercourse without
consent.

68% have observed or know about others in the workplace having been subjected to sexual
harassment.
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